


Opportunity Phil ippines’ Explosive 
Growth Reduces Poverty
Since Opportunity International first opened lending institutions in the Philippines in 1982, 
more people in that country have been impacted by Opportunity’s financial services than in any 
other country. Opportunity has also been a microfinance pioneer by creating the Philippines’ 
first full-service microfinance bank. 

In the first nine months of 2009, Opportunity Philippines served more than 900,000 clients—
roughly 50 percent of Opportunity’s global client base. Over the last five years, the number of 
clients in the Philippines has grown by an average annual rate of 11 percent.

The Philippines’s loan and deposit portfolios have also shown rapid growth. Despite a decline 
in 2008, the value of deposits grew on average by 28 percent between 2005 and 2008. The value 
of the loan portfolio increased 26 percent between 2004 and 2008. Such performance has been 
achieved while maintaining operational sustainability and a high proportion of loans to women. 

Opportunity Philippines has contributed to the significant reduction in poverty the country 
has seen over the last two decades. More than 50 percent of the population lived below the 
country’s poverty line in the mid-’80s. Today, less than a third live in poverty. Still, while the 
percentage of people in poverty has declined, the actual number of people living on less than 
$1.25 per day rose to nearly 20 million in 2006, up from 18.5 million in 1986. Opportunity 
continues to meet the growing need for financial services to those who are underserved.
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1.80 million unique loan and  
savings clients

1.21 million active loan clients

$387 million loan portfolio

84% of loans made to women

$139 average first Trust Group loan

539,680 savings accounts

$66.73 million total deposits

$124 average deposit balance

959,646 microinsurance 
policyholders

1.68 million lives insured
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Opportunity International’s Microfinance Institutions

LOANS

Country
NUMBER 

of clients 
with loans

Value 
of Loan 

Portfolio

Number 
of Loans 

Outstanding

Average 
Outstanding 
Loan Balance

Value of 
Loans Made

Number of 
Loans Made

Average 
Disbursed 
Loan Size

AVERAGE FIRST 
TRUST GROUP 

LOAN

Percent of 
Loans Made 
to Women

AFRICA

Dem. Rep. of Congo (start-up) - - - - - - -

Ghana  129,838  $27,017,572  130,211  $207  $57,558,560  122,700  $469  $373 85.4%

Kenya  5,886  2,468,351  6,066  407  3,972,201  6,527  609  303 45.1%

Malawi  40,755  27,613,760  40,755  678  27,300,429  38,211  714  805 64.4%

Mozambique  7,861  2,699,198  7,910  341  4,249,786  7,811  544  147 45.3%

Rwanda  32,182  6,634,082  32,287  205  18,831,579  64,948  290  148 91.3%

South Africa  3,476  3,696,947  3,813  970  3,365,599  4,387  767  487 40.6%

Tanzania 5,695  1,091,089  5,695  192  1,660,914  5,001  332  184 76.5%

Uganda 24,519  11,345,197  29,637  383  16,301,751  35,826  455  438 50.9%

Zambia 5,021  2,271,938  5,088  447  3,319,143  5,420  612  692 70.1%

Zimbabwe (report n/a) - - - - - - -

subtotal 255,233  $$84,838,133  261,462  $324  $136,559,961  290,831  $470  $391 76.6%

ASIA           

China 410 $$2,206,379  469  $4,704  $2,757,916  391 $7,053 $5,718 34.3%

India 72,534  6,146,869  73,544  84  10,065,414  72,828  138  112 99.6%

Indonesia 54,179  4,972,219  54,179  92  7,332,790  47,669  154  135 75.8%

Philippines 690,467  78,016,087  741,209  105  168,914,207  1,015,337  166  114 88.2%

subtotal 817,590  $91,341,554  869,401  $105  $189,070,326  1,136,225  $166  $118 88.5%

EASTERN EUROPE           

Albania 15,910  $43,077,634  15,933  $2,704  $23,464,445  6,782  $3,460  $3,242 30.2%

Macedonia 7,772  46,251,779  8,284  5,583  11,489,506  2,026  5,671  4,617 26.7%

Poland 1,745  10,168,240  2,110  4,819  5,272,118  1,092  4,828  4,854 41.7%

Romania 2,616  19,920,793  3,104  6,418  5,174,830  1,126  4,596  4,240 39.7%

Russia 11,060  34,980,954  12,625  2,771  28,860,652  8,619  3,348  3,070 77.3%

Serbia 6,158  40,700,890  6,480  6,281  13,881,386  2,186  6,350  5,470 27.2%

subtotal 45,261  $195,100,291  48,536  $4,020  $88,142,937  21,831  $4,038  $3,938 49.3%

LATIN AMERICA           

Colombia 25,912  $3,434,648  25,930  $132  $7,001,134  39,265  $178  $159 82.2%

Dominican Rep. 11,133  4,530,785  11,133  407  5,163,522  9,403  549  445 72.3%

Honduras 6,377  1,857,268  6,377  291  2,363,282  5,187  456  364 50.7%

Mexico 6,890  994,662  6,890  144  5,017,637  14,679  342  151 90.9%

Nicaragua 33,827  4,311,413  33,827  127  6,906,817  28,022  246  260 81.6%

Peru 4,000  400,707  4,039  99  1,002,406  6,083  165  142 87.2%

subtotal 88,139  $15,529,483  88,196 $176  $27,454,797  102,639  $267  $225 81.1%

NETWORK TOTAL 1,206,223 $386,809,462  1,267,595  $305  $441,228,021  1,551,526  $284 $234 84.0%

$386,809,462
VALUE OF LOAN PORTFOLIO

1,206,223
active loan cLIENTS

$284
Average disbursed 

loan size

$124
Average dEPOSIT 

BALANCE
VALUE of Deposits



539,680
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

DEPOSITS INSURANCE

COUNTRY Value of 
Deposits

SAVINGS 
ACCOUNTS

Average 
Deposit 
Bala nce

AFRICA

Dem. Rep. of Congo (start-up) - -

Ghana  $8,761,129  210,609  $42 

Kenya  -  -  - 

Malawi  31,607,860  209,125  151 

Mozambique  1,454,304  28,793  51 

Rwanda  1,834,654  29,792  62 

South Africa  -  -  - 

Tanzania  -  -  - 

Uganda  -  -  - 

Zambia  -  -  - 

Zimbabwe (report n/a) - -

subtotal  $43,657,947  478,319  $91 

ASIA  

China  -  -  - 

India  -  -  - 

Indonesia  -  -  - 

Philippines  $3,068,006  36,014 $85 

subtotal $3,068,006  36,014  $85 

EASTERN EUROPE       

Albania  -  -  - 

Macedonia  $5,689,252  17,950  $317 

Poland  -  -  - 

Romania  -  -  - 

Russia  602,986  430  1,402 

Serbia  13,815,508  6,967  1,983 

subtotal $20,107,745  25,347  $793 

LATIN AMERICA       

Colombia  -  -  - 

Dominican Rep.  -  -  - 

Honduras  -  -  - 

Mexico  -  -  - 

Nicaragua  -  -  - 

Peru  -  -  - 

subtotal  -  -  - 

Network Total $66,833,699  539,680  $124 

Country
Number of 

Primary 
Insured

Number of 
Secondary 

Insured

Total LIVES 
Insured

AFRICA

Dem. Rep. of Congo (start-up) - -

Ghana  130,106  182,408  312,514 

Kenya  -  -  - 

Malawi  25,965  123,390  149,355 

Mozambique  7,861  -  7,861 

Rwanda  -  -  - 

South Africa  -  -  - 

Tanzania  8,432  18,854  27,286 

Uganda  6,652  33,260  39,912 

Zambia  4,758  23,790  28,548 

Zimbabwe (report n/a) - -

subtotal  183,774  381,702  565,476 

ASIA

China  -  -  - 

India  10,906  -  10,906 

Indonesia  24,284  975  25,259 

Philippines  716,568  329,550  1,046,118 

subtotal  751,758  330,525  1,082,283 

EASTERN EUROPE

Albania  -  -  - 

Macedonia  -  -  - 

Poland  -  -  - 

Romania  -  -  - 

Russia  -  -  - 

Serbia  -  -  - 

subtotal  -  -  - 

LATIN AMERICA

Colombia  24,114  11,100  35,214 

Dominican Rep.  -  -  - 

Honduras  -  -  - 

Mexico  -  -  - 

Nicaragua  -  -  - 

Peru  -  -  - 

subtotal  24,114  11,100  35,214 

NETWO RK TOTAL  959,646  723,327  1,682,973 

1,682,973
LIVES INSURED

$66,833,699
VALUE of Deposits


